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INTRODUCTION

HRH Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya

This Thai Textiles Trend Book Autumn/Winter
2023-2024 is the fourth edition in the series. With each
edition, the creative process behind it adapts to the unique
circumstances of the time. However, there has been
a constant principle that | have always upheld: to elevate
the textile industry and nurture local craftsmanship
for the betterment of livelihoods. | firmly believe that
these changes will also contribute to the preservation
of our ancient Thai heritage for future generations.

The main concept of this book revolves around
highlighting the celebration of beauty that stems from
the intellectual heritage of diverse ethnic groups
coming together as the Thai nation. The effort to create
exquisite and meticulous handwoven fabric is not limited
to the central region alone. The exploration of this craft
can be traced from the hill tribes in the northern
highlands, who are known for their intricate embroidery
techniques, to the patchwork techniques of the north-
eastern and central regions, which have been adapted
from other countries in Southeast Asia since ancient times.
This includes patterns, as well as the unique craftsmanship
of the people in the southern region of Thailand, which
can be traced back to migrations from the Land of
the Dragon in the Far East, or countries in the Malay
Peninsula.

My presentation of the four colour palettes in
this season'’s collection has been inspired by various events

in Thai and international history. Additionally, | have
incorporated elements that will occur in the near future
to make the results more contemporary, for example,
the Asian Games and the Olympic Games, which will be
held this year (2023) and next year respectively.
The intention is to promote and stimulate enthusiasm
and participation in sports activities at all levels. It also
pays tribute to the outstanding sporting achievements
of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great,
for instance, his victory in sailing at the Southeast Asian
Peninsula Games—precursor to the SEA Games—in 1967,
which has been a significant inspiration for me in the field
of sports. The concept of “Sport Hero" is therefore
the first concept of this book that | have conveyed through
Thai textile works.

In addition to His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
The Great's sporting achievements, his royal initiatives
in the rural areas of Thailand have also inspired me. One of
his royal initiatives was the royal visit to Doi Pui, near
the Bhubing Palace in Chiang Mai Province, in 1969.
The purpose of this visit was to transform the way of life
of the hill tribe people who practised shifting cultivation,
and encourage them to engage in sustainable agriculture
by growing vegetables and fruit. This initiative became
the starting point of the Royal Project, which aimed
to provide sustainable livelihoods for a large number
of farmers. This sparked the idea of “The Great Explorer,”

which can be likened to a quest for discovering sustainable
ways of living.

The lifestyle patterns, fashion styles, and attitudes
of people towards society and the environment today serve
as inspiration for the “Subtle Strength” concept. It
encompasses the power of clothing and garment silhouettes
that evoke confidence in the wearer, reflecting their inner
perspectives for the world to see. Meanwhile, the trend
of “Luminous Mind" revolves around the philosophy
that emphasises the quest of humans in the modern era
for balance in life, both in the present and the future.

This book aims to celebrate the beauty of the
textile arts—representing the diverse ethnic groups
scattered throughout the country, yet united under the
Thai flag. The techniques and weaving materials highlighted
in this book emphasise this diversity, ranging from the
woven fabrics of the Pwo Karen hill tribe, the quilted
textiles of the Hmong people, the embroidered garments
of the Yao community, or even mattress weaving or woolen
textiles. All of these elements align harmoniously with
the winter season and the way of life of the Thai people.
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The concept of “Re-Globali-
sation” has become an important
direction for creative businesses
worldwide. It has shifted from
aiming for a single global standard
to embracing and accepting
diversity and variations that exist
across different regions, local
cultures, ethnic groups, and
indigenous communities, who were
previously overlooked but have now

emerged as powerful cultural heritage.

Since last summer, trends have
been curated through the influential
concept of “Moving Culture,” which
describes the nature of culture as
something not static but constantly
influenced and adapted by external
influences, eventually becoming
an integral part of cultural identity.
This edition of the Thai Textiles
Trend Book for the Autumn/
Winter 2023-2024 season provides
an excellent opportunity to reconsider
the cultural heritage deeply rooted
within Thailand’'s boundaries.

If we compare Thai culture to
a tall tree, the countless branches
reaching up to the top symbolise
the continuous growth of culture.
The ever-changing sunlight
represents the diverse influences
from the outside world, which have
now become an integral part of
people’s lives. However, when we
look back to the roots, we realize
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the profound significance of the
ethnic heritage that remains
strong, especially in a world that
increasingly embraces diversity.
Local culture has therefore become
the new focal point of creativity.
The process of studying local
culture goes beyond mere preser-
vation to incorporate two essential
components: continuity and
evolution. Continuity relies on the
collaboration between skilled
craftsmen from the older generation
and new-generation designers,
while evolution focuses on integra-
ting, developing, and maximising
the value of cultural identity within
contemporary society. This is parti-
cularly crucial for the fashion
industry, as these once-overlooked
components have now become
the foundation for the future of
Thailand's textile industry. Unique
artistic and cultural identities are
now assets for creativity, building
immense value in the global market.
Finally, the concept of
preserving, maintaining, and
advancing can be categorised into
four trend segments: “Sport Hero,”
"The Great Explorer,” “Subtle
Strength,” and “Luminous Mind.”
These segments serve as narratives
that depict the perspectives of
the ethnic heritage in a new and
profound dimension.
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The comprehensive survey on Thailand’s cultural diversity
aimed to not only preserve the unique ethnic identities present
within the country but also delve deeper into their origins, revealing
the close connection between identity, language, and communication
methods passed down through generations. This newfound
understanding has prompted a collective effort to protect and
perpetuate this invaluable heritage, with the ultimate goal of
elevating the standards of Thai craftsmanship.

Thailand encompasses a remarkable 36 ethnic groups,
which can be linguistically classified into five categories: Tai-Kadai,
Austro-Asians, Sino-Tibetan, Austronesian, and Hmong-Mien.
Geographically, these groups are further clustered into three
distinct regions: the northern highlands, the northeastern plateau
and central region, and the coastal areas of the south and east.

By conducting this survey, Thailand seeks to honour and
safeguard its diverse cultural tapestry, recognising the profound
significance of ethnic identities, their linguistic roots, and
their close ties to specific geographical locations. By embrac-
ing and promoting these elements, the country strives to uphold
and enrich the extraordinary legacy of Thai craftsmanship.
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The ethnic groups of
the northern highlands of Thailand

SELL I e r AL
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Thailand’s northern highlands are home to
21 ethnic groups: Tai Yuan, Tai Lue, Tai Yai,

Tai Kern, Tai Yong, Tai Ya, Lao Kao, Karen, Hmong,
Mien (Yao), Akha, Muser (Lahu), Liso, Lua, Tin,
Khmu, Haw, Tongsu, Paluang, Tongluang, and Chong.
Those with noteworthy textile cultures are:
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Tai Lue ¢ The Tai Lue people weave fabrics
to create tube skirts, consisting of three
panels. The waistband is commonly black,
white, or brown, while the main panel

is adorned with local motifs. The hem of
the skirt is typically black. Due to the use
of small looms, there are two seams in
each pasin, as two pieces of fabric are
required. One notable pattern among the
Tai Lue is the Lai Nam Lhai, which represents
flowing water and originates from Nan
Province. This distinct pattern features

a red waistband and a central panel with
colorful horizontal stripes displaying floral
patterns, mythical animals, or geometric
designs. Alongside their pasin, the Tai Lue
also wear a wrap top called “sua pat.”



mmmﬂuuNumaauuammmmuuaavmmmmsm
ma’mmaramLﬂuﬂaUﬂammmﬂmswmuﬂumnmﬂmaﬂmmu
ssfa‘ummuawaml:maausaum ﬂmuﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂiﬂ\ﬂﬂ‘a“a‘ﬂﬂuﬁﬁﬂ
mmum‘nua’mua’m ‘n\‘iﬂ"l‘a‘?)ﬂ Ylﬂilﬂﬂaﬂl,l,auilﬂ'ﬁll TﬂHLQW’]u
N’Tﬁullﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂ\i\ﬁﬁuLN’]ﬂ”Lﬁ‘é‘ﬂ\iﬂﬂﬁﬂ’]?_ILﬁu?_Iu ﬁﬂLLmﬂm’N@'\ﬂ
mumwuuaamﬂamuﬂﬂammauwa uaﬂmﬂum'mwms‘m
El\iuilllﬁlﬂl,l,ﬁl\‘ll,ﬁaN’]ﬂ’)ﬂﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂﬂ’lﬂ ‘lnuwsu‘nmﬂauaufaam
Q’Iﬂﬁ‘a“a‘uﬂ”lﬁﬂﬂ']\fl aﬂlﬂﬂﬂ LWQLWNQ’NN‘H’JHQ’W&I T,ﬂElLQW']“’
Lﬁﬂﬂﬂ\‘]N‘HﬂJ\iaﬂLﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂLﬂuLﬂiﬂﬁﬂiwﬂUﬂﬂ’]ﬂm

Karen « The patterns on the fabric vividly represent the identity of
the Karen ethnic group. These patterns include the original designs
passed down from ancestors, as well as patterns inspired by nature
and the surrounding environment. The weaving techniques employed
are diverse, including jok (discontinuous supplementary weft),

brocade, and mudmee tie-dyeing. Particularly noteworthy is the
mudmee pasin fabric, which is woven with warp threads, distinct from
the north-eastern region's technique using the weft threads.
Additionally, the Karen people are fond of embellishing their clothing
with decorative embroidery, colourful woollen threads, and natural
materials like “luk deuy” (Job's tears) to enhance their beauty. For women,
the “luk deuy” serves as a significant adornment for their attire.
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Mien (Yao) » The traditional attire of the Mien people has a distinctive characteristic
in the use of vibrant colours in their embroidered patterns. They prefer to use no fewer
than seven colours of threads (red, yellow, blue, green, purple, black, and white), using
four main techniques: straight line embroidery, which creates linear patterns; chiam
or zigzag embroidery that creates a similar effect to jok (discontinuous supplementary
weft) technique; thiew double embroidery, which forms a pattern like a plus sign;
and dabyat cross-stitch embroidery, where the pattern is stitched from the back to
create a raised effect on the front. Mien embroidery follows specific guidelines,
and each piece has a set design. Common patterns include yaew, or interlocking
geometric pattern resembling sawteeth, som that imitate human figure, lom chaew
swirl patterns resembling cat's paws, and large circular patterns consisting of 8-12
small dots. Some Mien embroidered fabrics may feature more than 10 different
patterns, and the embroidery process can take over a year to complete.
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Muser (Lahu)  Most Lahu people dress in black fabric decorated with embroidered
patterns using red and green threads. The distinctive patterns of the Lahu people are
derived from nature and the hunter's way of life, reflecting the meaning of “muser” in the
Tai Yai language, which refers to a master hunter or animal trapper. Iconic patterns include
the Nga Pae, resembling a net used for trapping animals. It is considered the first pattern
in life, and every piece of fabric must have this pattern embroidered on it. Another significant
pattern is the Ah Phae Wae or chili flower pattern. The Lahu people believe that chilis
protect people and eliminate misfortune. There is also the Ah Phu or gourd pattern,
embroidered in a curved diamond shape like a gourd. Since the Lahu are of the Christian
faith, this pattern symbolises Noah's Ark, which saved the first Lahu couple from the flood.
Additionally, the Lahu people also incorporate patterns and techniques from other ethnic
groups, such as colourful appliqué techniques like that of the Lisu ethnic group.
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Akha ¢ Head adornments are considered prominent accessories in the
traditional attire of the Akha ethnic group. They often wear metal headdresses
and brightly embroidered cloth coverings. These accessories are decorated
with various silver ornaments. The fabric used by the Akha people predo-
minantly involves embroidery and appliqué techniques. While the patterns
themselves have been passed down through generations, they are also
inspired by natural elements, everyday utensils and traditional ceremonies.
Examples of patterns include the stripe pattern known as Chaek La Chong,
a diamond pattern with opposite corners sewn onto the fabric with multi-
colored threads, the Lathe tall triangle pattern, the butterfly tongue or
Alula pattern, which draws inspiration from butterflies as they sip nectar
from flowers, the Chimi Jadu flower pattern, a distinctive red or vermillion
flower with long stamens resembling the sun’s rays, and the Madue Duechu
pattern, which imitates a triangular-shaped stack of stones.
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Lisu « The fundamental patterns that are iconic to the Lisu
people are created by combining alternating colour strips and
appliqué patterns. They are often patterns tied to the legend-
ary tales of the Lisu ethnic group, such as the le Mia Jue Ni Ta
stripe pattern, which is the first pattern that every Lisu girl must
leam to sew. It involves cutting colourful fabrics into long strips
and sewing them together in continuous layers. The “Aa Na
Yeu (hounds' tooth) pattern consists of small, tightly arranged
triangles sewn together in a zigzag pattern. The Fu Ying Cheu
Ing Khi (green snake’s belly) pattern features overlapping
layers of square appliqués. Lastly, the Laa Makhwa (tiger)
pattern is the oldest and the most difficult to sew. It consists
of layered diamond appliqués.
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Hmong * The Hmong people lead their lives following the belief that “women embroider,
men wield knives.” Hmong women are fond of embroidering patterns using vibrantly coloured
threads to adorn various parts of their clothing. The preferred fabrics for weaving include
cotton and hemp, often combined with embroidery resembling the cross-stitch patterns
or patchwork embroidery in the “kaga-kue” (spiral pattern). These techniques require precision
and perseverance, and the embroiderers rely on skills and expertise acquired through training.
Additionally, the patterns on Hmong textiles are also created using other techniques,
such as batik wax resist within the Hmong Lai community.
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The ethnic groups of the coastal areas of the south and east
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The south of Thailand is home to 9 ethnic groups: Peranakan (Baba-
Nyonya Chinese Malay), Samsam, Malay, Moken, Moklen, Urak Lawoi,
Woi, Sakai, Chong and Java. The east of Thailand is home to 2 ethnic
groups: Song and Kasong. Those with noteworthy textile cultures are:



Peranakan (Baba-Nyonya Chinese-Malay)
¢ Peranakan or Baba-Nyonya refers to the descendants
of mixed Chinese heritage who were born and reside

in the Malay Archipelago, particularly in Malaysia

and Indonesia. The Chinese community in Malacca,

for example, refers to themselves as Baba, which is

a loanword from the Portuguese language meaning

“to honor and respect ancestors” and is used to refer
to males. The term Nyonya is used to refer to females.

A distinctive feature of their attire is the kebaya
nyonya. Which traditionally incorporated organic
beads sewn onto the blouse, usually made of floral-
patterned muslin or sheer fabric. The blouse is adorned
with embroidered patterns and fastened with floral or
leaf-shaped brooches connected with chains instead of
buttons. The blouse is worn with a batik sarong sewn into
a tube skirt and folded to showcase the pattern of the
fabric. The back of the sarong displays the variations of
colours and patterns of the fabric.
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The ethnic groups of the central of Thailand
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The central plains are home to 14 ethnic groups:
Chinese Thai, Mon, Tai Song Dam, Tai Phuan, Lao Khrang,
Lao Ngaew, Lao Luang Phrabang, Lao Ka, Lao Ti,
Lao Wiang, Song, Nyah Kur (Chaobon), Samre, and Karen.
Those with noteworthy textile cultures are:
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Tai Song Dam (Lao Song) -
The Tai Song Dam have a preference
for black clothing worn with the sua hei
top which is a black shirt decorated with
vibrant silk thread patterns. It is consi-
dered an important garment that
reflects the way of life of the ethnic
group. Even in funerals, it is customary
to wear a sua hei with the belief that it
helps connect with deceased family
members. Tai Song Dam women usually
wear pasin with watermelon patterns
woven of cotton. The waistband is
usually black or indigo, the main panel

is woven in vertical black and white
patterns, resembling the stripes of

a watermelon. The lower hem is sewn
with two or three white stripes.

Piew fabric is another distinctive
feature of Tai Song Dam. It is a strip of
fabric woven with deep indigo or almost
black cotton threads and embellished
with various coloured threads in eight
circular patterns on the ends. It is used
as a scarf.
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The ethnic groups of the northeastern plateau region

AR AR

AufinmedanuissnaudungunBnugsniam 18 ngu fa
Tnam Inlasng anasa amuanenszung arasdag Tnwou

2ln uan ug ga (dan) 0¥ang (muw) u (1as) afa (T2) T
"usaulng ‘1‘nfmu Leya waz Nazida Tmﬂﬂaummwuaﬂu

mm‘[mmmummmusssum Mﬂ\]u

The northeastern region of Thailand, known as Isan,
comprises 18 ethnic groups: Tai Lao, Thai Korat, Lao Khrang,
Lao Luang Phrabang, Lao Wiang, Tai Phuan, Phu Thai,
Saek, Bru, Kuy (Suay), Nyah Kur (Chaobon), Thin (Loei),
Nyaw (So), Yoy, Khmer Thin Tai, Tai Yuan, Nyeu, and Kaleung.

Those with noteworthy textile cultures are:
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Lao Khrang « The iconic fabric of the Lao Khrang people is the mudmee
tie-dyed pasin tube skirt with a jok hem, which is considered a demon-
stration of the exceptional weaving skills of the artisans. It involves

the techniques of khit, jok and tie-dye, using both silk and cotton.

The main body of the fabric is usually woven with silk threads using

a tie-dye technique in a single colour for the weft threads and decorated
with additional colours through a process called ja or dotting. This is done
by dipping a wooden stick in dye and applying dots on the weft threads.
This weaving technique is alternated with the khit technique, creating
vertical line patterns. The lower hem of the pasin fabric is typically extended
using cotton or silk. The waistband is decorated with jok patterns, while
the lower part is left plain with a red fabric. This pasin teen jok also represents
the identity of the Lao Khrang people. For example, the sin kan features

a technique of khit or jok over the entire pasin fabric. The sin mee luat
incorporates both the tye-dye and continuous weaving techniques without
any other separating techniques. The sin mee noi uses the tie-dye technique
to create small stripes alternating with silk or cotton threads of different
colors. Most of the patterns on the fabric are derived from objects closely
associated with their way of life, culture, and beliefs. These include
patterns such as the naga (serpent), hong (swan), ma (horse), kho (hook),
dok kaew (orange jasmine), iea (vertical sawtooth stripes), mee samphao
(Chinese junk in full sail), and mee koh yai (S-shape pattern).
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As the temperature drops towards the end of the year, it significantly influences the
selection of fabrics. Weavers take into account the need for heat retention during this
season. Light and airy fabrics commonly used in summer give way to thicker textiles crafted
from raw materials that have been tailored over time to suit the climate and lifestyle. While
traditional weavers previously relied on locally-sourced raw materials, modern technology
has paved the way for innovative materials that not only meet the requirements for warmth
but also prioritise environmental sustainability.
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Banana filaments possess exceptional qualities,
exhibiting both strength and a distinct sheen,

making them a valuable resource for yarn
production used in fabric weaving suitable
for clothing and home décor upholstery.
This innovative approach not only reduces
waste generated by banana orchards but
also generates economic value within the
textile industry, benefiting farmers and local
communities. The utilization of banana
filaments also contributes to a reduction in
the reliance on imported materials, offers
new textile alternatives, and aligns with

the growing trend of eco-friendly clothing.
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Lotus filament is derived from the stems
of the Nelumbo nucifera lotus. After thorough
washing and drying, the lotus filaments
are spun into yarn, resulting in a light
brown-colored natural fibre with a texture
that resembles a blend of linen and silk.
This composition renders them
lightweight and exceptionally comfortable
to wear. During the summer months,
these fabrics offer breathability,
promoting a cooling effect. Conversely,
in winter, their heat retention properties
serve to provide warmth.
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In Mae Hong Son Province, Thailand,
wool weaving is a traditional practice
primarily carried out by the Karen hill tribe.
The Karen artisans skillfully combine
wool and naturally dyed cotton to create
exquisite textiles on backstrap looms.
The wool used in their craft is sourced locally
from a hybrid breed of Dorset sheep and
indigenous species. Wool, renowned for
its excellent heat retention properties,
is particularly well-suited for the colder
climate prevalent in northern Thailand.
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Recycled silk yarns are derived from
the remnants and waste generated during
the silk spinning and extracting processes in
silk farms. These discarded fragments, which
cannot be utilised in their original form, undergo
arecycling process to transform them into
valuable silk yarns. The resulting recycled silk
yarns exhibit a cream-coloured hue and possess
a natural sheen, although slightly less shiny
compared to regular silk yarns due to being
spun silk. It can be easily dyed using natural
colors, making it an excellent choice for crafting
lightweight fabrics suitable for various clothing
items, including shirts, dresses, and scarves.
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With the advent of this season, a refreshing cool breeze has swept across Thailand,
prompting a shift in attire to align with the current weather and climate. Clothing serves
a dual purpose: not only does it provide warmth and protection to the body, but it also
carries within it a profound sense of identity that has been inherited and cherished
through countless generations. Ethnocultural identities are dynamic and ever-evolving,
constantly influenced by a wide range of creative techniques from around the world.
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This technique involves tying the warp silk threads
into small segments using locally sourced materials
like banana twine, cotton yarn, ribs of Wan Sak Lek

leaves, or even polyester twine. It is then followed

by dyeing or applying colors to create a variety

of patterns. This versatile technique can be applied

to different types of yarn, including silk, cotton,
and synthetic fibers. It is particularly popular in
the northeastern region of Thailand.
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This technique produces textiles with a captivating
relief effect, setting them apart from other fabrics.
By selectively raising and dropping threads, the weaver

creates special patterns. Some threads are raised,
known as yok, while others are dropped, called khom.
The weaver then passes the shuttle through the shed,
incorporating silver or gold thread to enhance
the beauty of the patterns. The selection of which
threads to raise or drop allows for emphasis on
specific patterns or adds thickness to the textile.
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TAPESTRY WEAVING
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A weaving technique that creates a pattern on the fabric
with multi-colored wefts brought together at intervals
by weaving back and forth, called “hooking” by hooking
and tying a loop around the warp yarn to give strength.
This is the identity of the Thai Lue ethnic group in Nan,
Chiang Rai and Phayao provinces. Fabrics woven with
this technique are often woven together with other
techniques such as Jok Khit, woven with silk threads or
threads. At present, this weaving technique may be called
water weaving. according to the appearance of the pattem
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Batik is a fabric design technique that involves the application
of wax to create patterns or designs on the fabric. The wax acts
as a resist agent, preventing specific areas from absorbing
colour dyes. The process typically involves applying the colour
dyes using methods like dabbing, painting, or dyeing.

The distinctive allure of batik stems from several factors,
including the number of wax applications, the application of
different colours, and the dyeing process. These elements

contribute to the creation of depth and dimensions within the
fabric. Additionally, the skill of the artisan in drawing the pattern,
the selection of colour combinations, and the choice of fabric
used in the process all contribute to the unique beauty of batik.
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This technique involves incorporating a supplementary
weft thread into the fabric's structure while it is being woven.
The weaver utilises a tool called a khit pick to lift specific
warp threads and insert the additional weft threads.
This process is repeated on both sides of the fabric, resulting
in the formation of intricate patterns. In Thailand, there are
three primary khit techniques. The first method involves
using the khit pick without affecting the heddle, which is ideal
for creating simple patterns. The second technique
combines the khit pick with the heddle to produce repeating
patterns. Lastly, the heddle is employed vertically to achieve
highly complex patterns.
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DISCONTINUOUS SUPPLEMENTARY WEFT
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This technique involves the insertion of weft threads
at irregular intervals to create patterns. During the weaving
process, specific warp threads of various colors are
lifted using fingers or tools like porcupine needles
to achieve the desired pattern. This weaving technique is
predominantly practised by 4 ethnic tribes in Thailand:
the Tai Yuan in the northern regions and Ratchaburi
Province, the Tai Phuan in Sukhothai, the Tai Khang
in Suphanburi, Uthai Thani, Chainat, and Phichit provinces,
and the Phu Tai in the northeastern part of the country.
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The Yao, also known as the Mien, are renowned
for their exceptional handicraft skills, particularly
in the art of embroidery. Their embroidery work
displays meticulous stitching on both sides of
the fabric, a testament to their craftsmanship
and attention to detail. The reputation of
the Yao people in embroidery has been
well-established. It is said that embroidering
a pair of Yao women's trousers can require
an extensive amount of time, ranging from
six months to a year. Each embroidered piece
showcases traditional patterns that have been
passed down through generations, connecting
the present with the rich cultural heritage
of their ancestors.
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4 Seasonal Techniques To Monitor This Season
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The Hmong ethnic tribe employs three
primary techniques to create patterns:
quilting, embroidery, and wax-resist.
Quilting involves connecting two layers
of fabric and is often combined with
embroidery to produce intricate patterns
and add texture. To enhance the visual
impact of the patterns, contrasting
fabrics and threads are utilised.
The Hmong's traditional quilting designs
include the ka kue (spiral pattern) and
kua pua (pig pen pattern).
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PWO KAREN HANDWOVEN FABRIC

matan1Tnadiatg “Aanag” (AATAY)
uaaitnzmsalls unafianisnaany
Taglifial nasusud 2 Fliinadnany
faduaalauliun gasaafaiudnuoe
waafinaLlan 1nzusaaliesnafiany
menasdusugansiuRBusoeu
duflunmsuamaaniivanuseiuuaz
wenenuwaasNassAkNA s U IURLAY
Taednennfiadesiividiuau siaald
sEEEIAINITNARHNEININNA (FLiNeana
dusunsringaniLAs

The kai kong weaving technique, practiced
by the Pwo Karen ethnic tribe, involves
the use of a backstrap loom and two

different-coloured yarns to create

a wavy pattern resembling herringbone.
This intricate pattern holds significance

for the Pwo Karen as it is traditionally
used in women's wedding outfits,
showcasing their dedication to crafting
textiles for special occasions. Weaving
fabric on a backstrap loom typically results
in narrow widths, making the process
of creating enough fabric for a special outfit
extremely time-consuming.
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MATTRESS WEAVING
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This innovative weaving technique draws
inspiration from the traditional Lanna folding
mattresses. The process involves utilising
handspun cotton yarn, particularly a thick variety,
often reaching up to 4 inches in thickness.
This substantial yarn is combined with
regular-sized handspun cotton yarn, resulting
in a densely woven fabric with a plush
and soft texture. The fabric's thickness
and density make it excellent at retaining heat,
akin to a padded blanket, providing warmth
and comfort. The yarn used in this technique
can either maintain the natural color of
the cotton or be dyed using various natural
dyes, offering a range of vibrant hues.
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Thai athletes who represent
the country in international com-
petitions are hailed as national
heroes, evoking a strong sense
of pride among the entire nation.
The colours and patterns show-
cased in their sports gear, both
during competitions and in
moments of celebration, serve as
a reflection of the nation’s identity.
These elements not only radiate
power and provide moral support
to spectators but also foster
a sense of unity among the crowd.

On another front, the world
of sports has also become
a source of inspiration for the
creative industry. Contemporary
fashion has been tailored to suit
the fast-paced lifestyle, prioriti-
sing ease of movement as if every
moment were a race. This has
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spurred the development of new
and innovative textiles. Concurrently,
amidst the realm of modern inno-
vation, there exists a profound
appreciation for ethnicity, serving
as a means to revive and empower
the spirit of each nation.

Indeed, this is a fusion of
the people’s rhythmic movements
with their unwavering spirit that
drives them towards a bright future.
These heroes in the guise of
strong sporting athletes, along
with their fans cheering from
the sidelines, all compete in the
game of life with the ultimate goal
of victory and the spirit of sports-
manship. These patterns and
colours that bestow power therefore
symbolise the gate that connects
both worlds together as one.
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COLOURS
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The vibrant colour palette chosen for sports-
related designs captures the essence of joy
and movement, drawing inspiration from
different aspects of sporting tournaments.
Colours such as Fah Junsee blue, Dok Buab
yellow, Dum Darn matt black, Kyao Peek
Nok-kaew (parrot green), Daeng Tad red,
Tualisong brown, and Khao Hin On (marble white)
have been carefully selected. Each colour evokes
nostalgic feelings associated with past sporting
events, encompassing the anticipation,
excitement, and jubilation experienced by
both participants and spectators. These colors
serve to enhance unity and celebrate
the achievements of the victorious athletes.

AGVWION
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Fah Junsee
PANTONE® 17-4247 TCX

Dum Darn
PANTONE® 19-4008 TCX

Daeng Tad

PANTONE® 19-1757 TCX

Khao Hin On

PANTONE® 11-4001 TCX

Charng Puek

PANTONE® 12-2102 TCX




=
=
=
Q
=)
z
=
=4
2=}
|
-
S
e
&
&
o
=
=
=
=
=
=)

Asreag-s s

UOYINA SINOT

ucLsu - OJdH LJ0dS




32}
=
=
=4
(==
=)
=z
=
(=2
=
|
=t
S

A

J01g uensuyo

Asupieno enels

ageuelep\ eAunp

9]1s02Je7]



SEVUNEHEKUR SN

MATERIALS
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From the exquisite mudmee tie-dyed silk
and ribbed patterns of Sankamphaeng
textiles, to fabrics woven from natural
yarns with thick and sturdy textures,
and the incorporation of acrylic yarns
with water repellent coating, resembling
the pongee fabric used in umbrellas,
there is a wide array of choices.
These textiles also prioritise
breathability, with loosely woven cotton
resembling knitted fabrics or jerseys.
Additionally, flexible leather is available,
serving not only the fashion industry but
also finding applications in the furniture
sector. The possibilities are truly limitless
when it comes to Thai textiles.
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Drawing inspiration from sportswear
of the 1980s-1990s, contemporary
fashion embraces clean and
uncomplicated silhouettes that
prioritise unrestricted movement.
Tops feature windbreaker-style
designs that provide both style
and protection from the elements.
Ruching techniques add subtle points
of visual interest to these garments.
Paired with understated bottoms,
the overall aesthetic focuses on
practicality without compromising
on style.
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The quilting technique inter-
connects smaller fabric pieces,
merging traditional ethnic symbols
with modern patterns. This fusion

is enhanced by the incorporation
of geometric shapes and ribbed

patterns that convey a sense of
dynamic movement. The meticulous
handwork of stitching, knitting,
and binding further enriches
the textiles, introducing vibrant
pops of colour.
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Silk with Hangkrarok Stripe
Nakhon Ratchasima

2
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Natural Cotton
Sakon Nakhon
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gt anaaiganung
Yalgduasudautng
Cotton with
Look-Keaw Motif
The Support Foundation
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lkat Silk
The Support Foundation
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Buri Rum
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THE GREAT
EXPLORER
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The awe-inspiring odyssey
from the depths of the Earth
to the outer realms of the
universe embarks us on an
exploration of our planet’s
shifting geography and evolving
climate — a pressing concern
for humanity today. The study
of natural disasters unveils the
hidden secrets of the Earth's
core, an immense reservoir of
dormant energy, concealed
beneath layers of formidable
rock, which, when unleashed,
surges upward in a torrent of
molten lava, both destructive
and regenerative.

These cataclysmic events
also inspire the quest for new

frontiers beyond our world.
The concept of venturing into
distant galaxies ignites the
imagination of fashion designers,
encapsulating mankind’s aspir-
ations for a promising future.

As one of the four funda-
mental necessities of human
life, clothing must adapt to
these changes. Colours and
patterns connect to the new
natural phenomena discovered
through scientific exploration.
It is meant to prove the
harmony and uniqueness that
coexist simultaneously, just
like the diverse life forms
that coexist in different
environments.
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COLOURS

N15d1599855U818 lduntanasyuuaalusi
manalalanuazsnsasulnaliu i duny
AMUAILNNURANNETTUENE e (LAUTiAdia
uauwmuastiaain viausiusaansiaan e
MnANNFauLsafiusEmMuldRuAnn sudnle
nauRadfidetuingAuisnsnaniaased
a1 Anavumd Fafiuudn dnavan
Aasnuituile Filér Fusan uasFdun

SEHA M BCIA MBI NI

The exploration of nature along a new path
and perspective, both within the depths of
the Earth and in the far-flung reaches of
the universe, reveals the inherent beauty
found in the natural world. Whether it's the
boundless expanse of the sky or the intense
energy that emerges against all resistance
from beneath the Earth’s surface, these
discoveries give rise to a vibrant spectrum of
colors associated with the creative materials
of the cosmos, such as Tong Daeng (copper),
Sanim Lhek (iron rust), Tong Kum (gold),
Kram Nam Pad (indigo blue), Khee Tao (ash),
Parod (quicksilver), and Deebook (tin).
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Tong Daeng

PANTONE® 16-1325 TCX

Sanim Lhek

PANTONE® 18-1248 TCX

Tong Kum
PANTONE® 16-0748 TCX

Sanim Tongdaeng
PANTONE® 15-4309 TCX

T

Kram Nam Pad
PANTONE?® 19-3953 TCX

Khee Tao

PANTONE® 18-5203 TCX

Parod

PANTONE® 19-4406 TCX




o
S ssog
=
S
=
=)
a
z
|45}
I~
=}
,
e
N
j<¢]
A.\./I_
—
[aN]
(=4
85|
ja
=
=
-
<C
(42
Ayosuanin

UBJON UBA salig

auny uinen

gnenmMnysLy - J1JOTdXH LVAdD JHL




/WINTER 20232024 — TREND BOOK - 43

Paco Rabanne
Coach

Louis Vuitton
Loewe



MATERIALS

fmafidanumunfiviiufiey
alanuaugu arsfludmaany
Arenaiindlnddnaanan (Jacquard)
nALfUTARssumATaiaauauia
AMNAIEHLAzNUNUIHA ALY
i lvuuastadoymefinatiuenn
WU Aevef R dudaRdns
wWaanld matiansendinluufitas
TiiinAuy maansulmadildidune
wanidufivsinediiaasunismdaunu
uaeddu nsuszAudanuuimdn
AscusEIUAALLAIUDIANATT
Taganansawmnlugdamadmsu
A assAsaaTinuanAS auLIsER LR

AR

Thick fabrics are essential for preserving
warmth, and they encompass a variety
of options. Handwoven Jacquard fabrics
blend natural yarns, showcasing both
beauty and durability. Fabrics woven with
silk or hemp threads emulate the texture
of wood bark, while the silk jok technique,
with its discontinuous supplementary
weave, adds depth and dimension to
the fabric's surface. Additionally, weaving
techniques employing different coloured
warp and weft yarns create an enchanting
opalescent effect. Embroidery adorned
with sequins imparts a celestial shimmer,
lending itself not only to garments
but also to embellishing shoes and
accessories.
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SHAPES
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Clothing with remarkable shapes
are accentuated by vibrant and
captivating colours. Special
techniques are employed to craft
large silhouettes that enhance
fabric density, while elongated
designs envelop the entire body,
drawing inspiration from the attire
of intrepid adventurers.
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DETAILS
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Patterns inspired by nature's
diversity of textures, along with
abstract patterns influenced by

natural elements and ethnic

motifs, create a distinctive aesthetic.

This can be further enhanced

through the incorporation of
embroidery using natural elements
like seeds, seashells, or semi-
polished stone beads.
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lkat Silk
The Support Foundation
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Ikat Silk

The Support Foundation
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Natural Dyed
Hand-Spun Cotton
Nong Bua Daeng
Chaiyaphumi
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9.dNauAs
Brocade
Hand-Spun Cotton
Sakon Nakhon
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The bustling cities that never
sleep have become symbols of
the new wave of globalisation.
Each city is characterised by
iconic mega-structures that serve
as landmarks, representing its
unique identity. The constant
hustle and bustle of urban life has
become a universal language
understood by people from all
nations, reflecting the fast-paced
nature of various industries.
Fashion that exudes power,
energy, and confidence resonates
deeply with individuals in such
environments.

Designers opt for textures
that are pleasing to the touch.
They create sleek and minimalist
looks, adorned with intricate
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yet uncluttered details. These
design choices are inspired by
urban experiences and reflect
the ingenuity and wisdom
gained through maturity.
Experiences and life in
the urban environment become
a primary challenge in develop-
ing truly authentic clothing
styles. The simple yet powerful
silhouettes are crafted with
precision, the juxtaposition
of lines in a balanced and layered
manner, not by chance but
through deliberate reduction
of unnecessary elements.
This approach ensures that
the overall design harmoniously
aligns with the contemporary
lifestyle in today's society.
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COLOURS
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This pastel colour palette evokes a sense
of power through its understated elegance.
These soft and muted hues, infused with
a strong spirit, create a harmonious balance
between the wearer and the modern archi-
tecture of bustling international cities as
the cold winter wind sweeps the leaves off
the trees. Darker shades, such as Piak Poon
green, Namngern Talay Luek blue, and
Chocolate, create striking contrasts against
the lighter colours, such as Tao Nok Pirarb
grey, Sai (sand), and Kati (white), while
the bold Dok Harng Nokyoong red demands
attention, creating a visual impact.
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Piak Poon
PANTONE® 19-3911 TCX

Namngern Talay Luek
PANTONE® 19-4033 TCX

Chocolate
PANTONE® 19-1625 TCX

Kati

PANTONE® 11-1001 TCX

Dok Harng Nokyoong

PANTONE® 18-1564 TCX
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Wool and cashmere are renowned
for their softness and density,
and their natural colours exude

an inherent beauty that is captivating.

In addition, traditional English lace
brings a delicate yet enduring
charm to basic textiles
with its intricate patterns
and graceful curves.
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Meticulous stitching in simple
designs enhances the comfort
of lounge wear, while cleverly
concealing a range of artifices.
The power of the ingenious stitching
is a hidden delight for the wearer.
The structure of the clothing is
intentionally understated, allowing
the intricate patterns to take center
stage without screaming for attention.
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Building upon a clean and uncluttered
aesthetic, the focus shifts towards
allowing the fabrics to take center

stage. The use of intricate details
and patterns is minimised, ensuring
that the inherent beauty of the textiles
shines through. Occasionally,
beads are incorporated into
the weaving process, while delicate
matte sequins and natural elements
such as feathers are introduced
to create a sense of movement
and add an extra dimension to
the final product.
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Paint lkat Silk
Ikat Silk Community
Enterprise, Ban Hua Fai,
Khon Kaen

Hafhanaalandaiein
yati§duasudauntn
Cotton with
Keld Tao Motif
The Support Foundation
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Silk, Cotton, and Lotus Fiber
with Ratcahawat Motif
Nong Phai Lom Cultural
Network Community,
Detail, Nakhon Ratchasima
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yati§duasufauntin
Silk with
Ratcahawat Motif

The Support Foundation
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Natural-Dyed
Hand-Spun Cotton
Mukdahan
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LUMINIOUS

EMOTION
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Amidst the chaos and fast-
paced rhythm of modern life,
finding peace and tran-quility has
become increasingly challenging
for individuals. Striving for
a harmonious equilibrium, people
are now turning to the timeless
philosophy of inner exploration
and following a spiritual path as
a means to attain that sought
after serenity.

Today, spirituality has
emerged as a central focus for
many, giving rise to the explo-
ration of abstract concepts and
interpretations. Traditional
philosophies have undergone
a transformation, finding new
expression through various
artistic and design mediums.

This rejuvenation breathes new
life into age-old wisdom, offering
a vibrant fusion of healing and
balance to those embarking on
their spiritual journey.

The journey towards spiritual
enlightenment is no longer about
seeking a path on the same old
roads. Instead, it branches out
to new directions that fuse and
connect, combining knowledge
from various sources, including
philosophical ideas, artistic
creations, architecture, and even
fashion, to manifest in familiar
forms we encounter in our daily
lives. Yet, these manifestations
remain subtly simple, acces-
sible, and internally balanced.
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A Trick of [oht-

Shaded Oibre

Rinkersy Beasly
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COLOURS
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The vibrant colour palette chosen for spiritual
representation mirrors the radiant properties
of light and the symbolic nature of spiritual
enlightenment. These hues are not confined
to a single colour but rather intertwined in a series
of vivid and unapologetic displays, creating
distinct configurations and boundaries.
Drawing inspiration from the warm tones often
seen in religious art, such as the hues of
Artit Assadong (sunset), Daeng Gomain red,
Phoo Akkanee, Plerng Sad, Mook Sook, and
Chompoo Mookda pink, the palette is

interspersed with cooler shades like Mek Krarm, p—
offering a touch of serenity within the spectrum. auuwuu.nn'l
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Mek Krarm

PANTONE® 18-4143 TCX

Artir Assadong

PANTONE® 15-0954 TCX

Daeng Gomain
PANTONE® 19-1655 TCX

Muang Kluaymai
Cattleya

PANTONE® 18-3223 TCX

Phoo Akkanee

PANTONE® 17-1562 TCX

Plerng Sad

PANTONE® 16-1460 TCX

Mook Sook

PANTONE® 13-1012 TCX

Chompoo Mokkda

PANTONE® 11-1007 TCX
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Sies Marjan
Loewe
Prada
Courage
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At Doi Tung in Mae Fah Luang District,
Chiang Rai Province, a diverse range
of handwoven fabrics can be
discovered. Among them are mudmee
tie-dyed fabrics, woven in an ombre
pattern, indigo-dyed fabrics with their
distinctive patterns created through
bleaching techniques or the use of ice.
Fabrics that mimic the luxurious
texture of velvet are also present,
achieved through a combination
of wool or chenille and the double
weaving technique.
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Evening wear embraces form-fitting
silhouettes that accentuate
the contours of the body.

The designs are carefully tailored
with small details to amplify specific
features, such as exaggerated
shoulders or a cinched waist.

DD T




DETAILS

auilndszAumedanassumi
fifigtnsaanenny ulanmn Aaduda
1112717 SAIUINTHANNAU
uuAuasianAnLEsFanuane
inaituanagalassuaznamnn
a1 Unuuasuazgniladiu druniln
nsrauniudradteldfivuunmm
sauluSanmsiindnendusng
aunaluaiiflualnaauINEgs sy
waznafiannsnadilaead
Fanaasiuldunnsngen
vaInuaLy LaauLuUNISIuAaY
yausafilAaunlasldniuaean

AR IR

The art of embroidery comes alive
with the incorporation of natural
elements boasting unique shapes or
captivating textures. These elements,
such as beetle wings or stone beads,
are skillfully embroidered onto the
fabric, creating an enchanting visual
effect. Additionally, thick, contrasting
coloured threads are intricately woven
into abstract patterns, resulting in
a stunning display of artistry. Fabrics
woven to produce an ombre effect
capture the mesmerising play
of natural light, reflecting different
hues from varying angles.
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lkat Silk
Maha Sarakham
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lkat Silk with
Applied Technique
Buri Rum

A luudaugdsssuni
{Inaade 9.4A554FUN
Natural-Dyed Silk
Pak Thong Chai
Nakhon Ratchasima

lkat Silk
" The Support Foundation
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Natural-Dyed Paint
lkat Silk
Nitda, Khon Kaen




HUIAAUA ﬂ’]‘ilﬁﬂﬂﬂ’nu\‘l’mﬁLﬁﬂ@’]ﬂu‘iﬂﬂ‘l’l’]\‘lﬂﬁﬂiyiy’]
uaamaqmmwusauumnuawamﬂu’iam’mﬁ’mmuaaqmm’;ﬁ
flaiannumenuuazuatnuatanarAnugnaafludunu
uheAuASIeAssAuaugsianalan ﬂauULﬂuTaﬂ']aaumﬂLm

sl dunduanfensanaausannieiauassy & #avanwasas
aalusauwnuaslsznalna IWas et
isusavuanialumiada Thai Textiles Trend Book
Uswmquu‘lmw/qmwmq 2023-2024 uandWiiuddu gunse
suandun waziantiaadiu AfiduthemunawinoAatllng
Titaunalesanan wiouanssduendifialnaliause
mauuaa‘lﬂﬂumwuammmaﬂuuﬂaa'{uswﬂumﬂa

TunguziBeannu wuaaaﬂsumqﬂmaauuumml,auamm-
ANuSFIRanssuNtunaiinuinanf aull anman 1z 829
uAn Iim wazen uaumﬂuﬂau‘[mﬂl,muﬂsumqmﬂ']a‘luq’]%mu
mmm’:mmmﬂwmemiﬂq dfiuBruaarnige drilnuasaagn
asnayniivau MaaaadasluduuwwiAnidasianianzausu
fRULT Lwe'wmaaamnuaﬂmaawmﬂauﬁauwm‘laLﬂumm
UG8 qammmmuawmsauwaﬂLmunmﬂmmauunuau
mwauau’(uwmmuumqn anfi fmauuune fmalati fina
Tandasn mmmtmtﬁu’ia‘lum‘lmma m‘nummmanamums
uﬂmmnu{lmmmal,mmaaﬂaummwusuamuwumaam
Nauna'\uﬂumniu‘[aﬂauﬂhu Tunsaudalafidaniusine
fufaunazdauandan

AUTUMN/WINTER 20232024 — TREND BOOK - 66

The concept of celebrating the beauty of textiles, rooted in the cultural
heritage of diverse ethnic groups across Thailand, holds great significance
this winter season. As beauty and cultural diversity become essential assets
for global businesses, it is a wonderful opportunity for us to revisit and
enhance our own cultural heritage that abounds within Thailand’s borders.

All the trends presented in the Thai Textiles Trend Book for the
Autumn/Winter 2023-2024 season showcases a variety of colours, shapes,
details, and local materials that contribute to the advancement of the craft
of Thai textiles, enabling it to breathe and evolve. It also elevates Thai
craftsmanship to meet the changing trends on an international level.

Moreover, the book presents knowledge of traditional crafts through
textile techniques such as mudmee tie-dye, brocade, tapestry weaving, batik,
and jok (discontinuous supplementary weft), as well as distinctive seasonal
techniques suitable for winter such as Pwo Karen handwoven textiles, Hmong
patchwork, Yao embroidery, and mattress weaving, all of which align with
the choice of materials suitable for the cold season. As temperatures
drop and cool winds blow, lightweight materials of the hot season are
replaced with soft fabrics that provide warmth during this winter
period. These include fabrics like wool, lotus fibre, banana silk, or even
recycled silk fibres. All of these materials are carefully selected to blend
Thailand's original wisdom from various ethnic groups and local
communities with modern technology, within the context of respecting
people and the environment.



Editorial Director — gdar

Department of Cultural Promotion,
Ministry of Culture

ASUAVIASUIIUSSSL
AS:NSIVICVUSSSY

Editor in Chief — ussaunsnas

AULADUS:19IANISO WINASIUIOS UNSSAUSIBANI
HRH Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya

Advisory Board — AuSaw

andna Qﬁuﬂgu
TN waunA

naIngd langue’
ATUAT PIUTUIU
8UUN9Y auLanINed
Ausedue] dpsduRigy

Itthipol Kunplome

Kowit Pakamart

Kullawit Laosuksri

Sarinda Jamornmarn
Thananrat Thanasedtakarn
Wisharawish Akarasantisook

Editorial Board — Aafuzn1vu

TANN yanzu

nsNam A

d8U AUATINTN
HiAafing 99ugNY
Aans dunlns s

uau AgALNE
NUNANEOT FUNITNNT
699F958 AFIUNTNA

Ravitep Musikapan
Koraklod Kumsook

Ston Tantraporn
Mongkoltip Rung-ngamrerg
Siwaporn Chantakraiwat
Ann Khongsabai

Pimluk Watthanavarangkul
Tacharos Sriwantaneeyakul

BELAEICEI NI EE N ne KoK









